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Meet the Governors 

 
Adam Phillips 
My name is Adam Phillips and I am currently Chair of Governors for Thakeham 
Primary School. Both of my children attended Thakeham Primary School, very 
well equipped for their next adventures! In that time I had Primary-hand 
experience of the exceptional ethos and caring environment that staff, parents 
and children create. Of late, in particular, it has been fantastic to see the 
impressive and effective drive for improvement across and beyond the 
curriculum which our children all benefit from so much.  It was this that 
motivated me to volunteer as a parent governor initially.   As a board of 
Governors it is our great pleasure to work with such talented, able and 
motivated staff - Headteacher, teachers, teaching assistants, office and 
premises staff alike.  A crucial part of our role is to enable them in any way we can to carry on 
providing the pupils and community with such a great, caring school and help them in their 
commitment to continuous improvement for all involved. 
 

Sam Norton 
I am proud to be Headteacher and Staff Governor at Thakeham Primary School 
leading a dedicated team of staff and governors to ensure the very best learning 
opportunities for each and every child.  Our wonderful children, caring family 
ethos with strong parent and community support, really make Thakeham a very 
special place for our children to learn and grow.   Becoming a primary school  
and relocating to our new site at Rock Road has been an exciting phase in the 
school’s history which is facilitating even greater opportunities with improved 
facilities and resources on site supporting high quality teaching and learning.  
One of the joys of working in a small school is getting to know the children each 
by name, ability and nature, our school just like every child within it, is truly 
unique! 
 

Emma Hopkins 
I am a Staff Governor and Assistant Headteacher at Thakeham Primary 
School.  I have been teaching for over twenty years and have held the position of 
Deputy Head and staff governor in another West Sussex school.  
I joined Thakeham in 2013 as the PPA music specialist and have continued to 
develop music throughout the school. I am currently the year 5 / 6 teacher and 
I coordinate English, Computing and Music across the school. I am the Deputy 
Safeguarding Officer and work closely with the Headteacher on assessment.  I 
am passionate about enabling each and every member of our community to 
achieve their best and to enjoy their time spent learning.  As a Governor, I am 
able to work closely with a dedicated team who have the child at the centre of 
everything they do. 
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Judith James  
I have been working in Education for over 40 years and more recently been 
Headteacher of two schools in West Sussex. I have experience of working with 
Governing bodies to lead school improvement and make decisions to ensure 
the best possible education for the children.   I have enjoyed leading and 
facilitating training courses for teachers and INSET days for staff, parents and 
governors. During my time working in schools, I have always enjoyed good 
working relationships with children, staff, parents, governors and all outside 
agencies.   I have a passion for learning, especially in the Early Years and I 
currently work as an Associate Link Tutor at Chichester University, where I 
teach Art to the students and also mentor students on their placements.   Being a governor at 
Thakeham will enable to me support the Headteacher to realise her vision and continue the 
improvements she has successfully made so far. 
 

Cheryl Stockwell 
I am a Parent Governor and have two children at Thakeham Primary School. 
I work from home as a Book-keeper and Credit Controller and prior to that had 
always worked within Accounts-based roles with both multi-national companies 
and small businesses. I have a good understanding of Finance and Business 
Operations. 
I have become a Governor as I feel I have the time and qualities needed to 
undertake such a role. 
 

Gilly Hall 
 As well as being a proud mum to Maddie and Poppy, who both attend  
Thakeham Primary, I am an active musician. I play the bassoon and spend many 
weekends performing in orchestral and choral concerts. Before having my children, 
I was Head of Quality Assurance at ABRSM, an international music  
exam board. After having my second daughter, I left ABRSM and now work  
part-time in finance and part-time in the office at Thakeham.  
I am a passionate believer that children need the arts in their lives more than ever, 
and that nurturing creativity is so important - not only for their well-being but also 
for their ability to perform in all areas of life. Music in particular requires not only 
creativity but analytical and maths skills, listening skills, cooperation, teamwork, 
perseverance and determination - all attributes which are so useful whatever path  
they choose to take. 
I am delighted to be part of the team of Governors at Thakeham and will work hard to ensure that 
our children get the best possible start to their time in education. 
 
 
 

Paul Skelding 
My name is Paul Skelding and I’m a co-opted Governor.  I moved to 
Thakeham in 2017 with my family and wanted to get involved in the local 
community straight away as I’m a great believer in providing support when I 
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can. I have three children and my youngest attended the Primary school and really enjoyed his 
time there.  I have worked across many industries in risk management and been very lucky to 
visit many countries with my work, however, there is nothing better than being able to offer your 
time to try and make a positive difference where you live. It’s such a joy to part of Thakeham 
Primary School as a Governor, as you see closely the dedication and massive commitment the 
Head and the whole of the teaching team give on a daily basis.  The children all seem really 
happy and pleased to part of a thriving school and they work extremely hard. The ethos and 
values of the school resonates with me whole heartily, and I’m looking forward to adding value 
wherever I can to assist the school fulfil its long-term vision.                             
 

Gina Webb 
I am a former Thakeham pupil currently working for a local Housing 
Association. I have previously worked for a Local Education Authority and 
have a specialist knowledge of attendance and inclusion. As a child, I grew up 
in Storrington and West Chiltington so I am very familiar with Thakeham and 
the surrounding village communities. I am delighted to have been appointed 
as a Governor and look forward to supporting the school in delivering 
opportunities for children in the local community. 

 

Kate Nolan  

I originally qualified and practised as a solicitor before becoming a full-time 
mother to my 3 sons who are now grown up. I served as a magistrate in 
Nottingham for 12 years. I was chair of the parents’ groups in my sons’ junior 
and senior schools and when the youngest left I was asked to become a 
school governor, with specific responsibility for Early Years Foundation Stage. 
My husband and I moved to West Chiltington in 2018 (I feel like I have “come 
home” as my family are from Sussex) and I am keen to contribute to local life, 
particularly in the field of early education.  
 
 
 

 


