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Super Learning Hero Awards 
 

 
Congratulations go to the following children for their awards week commencing  

  4th November 2019, awarded in Celebration assembly on 11th November 2019: 
 

 

Positive, Persevering  Co-operative, Caring  Curious, Questioning  Reflective, Reviewing 
 Poppy    Craig     Quinn    Ruby 
Daisy (Oak)        Sadie (Maple)   Kaden (Acorn) 
Clem (Elder)             Martha (Elder) 
Archie (Elder)                                                  

Headteacher award 
Archie (Elder) 

 
Governor Award 

Archie (Elder) 
 

 Congratulations go to the following children for their awards week commencing  
11th November  2019, awarded in Celebration assembly on 19th November 2019: 

 
Positive, Persevering  Co-operative, Caring  Curious, Questioning  Reflective, Reviewing 
 Poppy    Craig     Quinn    Ruby 
Tamira (Acorn)             Aria (Oak)                                            
Callum (Oak) 
Evelyn (Maple) 
Dylan (Elder) 

Hall of Fame 
Ben (Maple) 

 

Time to Shine! 
 
 

 
Congratulations to our wonderful 

children and their amazing 
achievements outside school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from Mrs Norton 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
Welcoming our new pupils 
 
We have been delighted to welcome Elliot and Evelyn to our school where they are settling well into Oak and 
Maple class respectively.  As with all our new pupils they have had the help of buddies and adults to support 
the transition process.  We have now reached 105 on roll!  We hope they settle in quickly and soon feel like 
part of our welcoming ‘Thakeham Family.’ 
 
Open Events for Prospective Reception Places 2020 
This year, in response to the demand seen over the past 2 years, we have put on 4 open events for parents 
interested in finding out more about a Reception place at Thakeham for their child.  These have been well  



attended and ably supported by Elder Class pupils as fantastic tour guides and ambassadors for the school and of 
course our Reception Teachers Mrs Hoare and Mrs Turner.  We have welcomed more than 36 families to these 
events and some further families are still requesting tours! Please note Wednesday 15th January 2020 is the 
closing date for applications.   

BBC Children in Need  

We were proud to see every child in school take part in the fundraising 
‘Big Morning Move’ in school last Friday led live by Joe Wicks The Body 
Coach live online.  Working out was a great way for the children (and 
grown ups too!) to start the day and raise money too for this worthy 
cause.  Altogether we raised £108.11 for Children in Need.  It 
definitely put the ‘fun’ into ‘fundraising!  You can see the workout we 
took part in if you go to https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/  

Thank you to everyone who took part and parents for their kind donations. 

Co-operative, Caring Craig Afternoon 

Throughout the year we are planning opportunities for children to engage in 
more depth with key aspects of each of our Super Learning Heroes.  Linking with 
Children in Need Day, last week we decided to focus on ‘Co-operative, Caring 
Craig.’ This saw classes learning about supporting others in a wide variety of 
ways.  Oak learnt about the work of ‘Make a Wish’ and considered how they could make 
dog biscuits to raise money for their class charity at our forthcoming Christmas Fair.  Oak 
class made bird feeder fat balls which will be sold alongside some beautiful bird houses 
that Mr Howse (our talented Premises Manager) which will raise money for WWF and FOTS.   

Elder class worked together co-operatively to plan games stalls and make 
posters etc for the Christmas Fair to raise funds for FOTS.  We are currently 

fundraising to develop a Mindfulness Garden at the back of our school. 

Also being Co-operative, Caring Craigs are Elder class pupils who, as part of their 
Community Award have been visiting Thakeham Village Hall and helping out at a 
Coffee Morning.  This supports our work on developing a sense of responsibility for 
others in our community.  If you know of any other local organisation who may 
benefit from our community project work, please do let myself or Mrs Hopkins 
know. 

 

FOTS Christmas Fair 

Our FOTS team have been busy preparing for our forthcoming fair on Sunday 1st November 1-
3:30pm. We are looking for helpers on the day—if you can spare and hour or more please let 
Mrs Pirkis or Mrs Forrester know asap. 

Thank you for the Raffle Hamper donations we've had so far. Just a reminder of the donations 
needed: 
 
 

Class           Theme                   Ideas 
Acorn           Cookery               (Recipe Book, Baking accessories, Ingredients) 
Oak             Christmas              (Wrapping Paper, Crackers, Baubles) 
Maple          Arts & Crafts          (Drawing Books, Pencils, Glue, Glitter) 
Elder           Family Night In      (Popcorn, Games, DVD) 
  
Non-Uniform Day 
 
In addition to the Raffle, we will also be running the usual bottle and chocolate tombolas and will be having a 
non-uniform day on Friday 22nd November. For our new parents, children are invited to come in that day in 
non-uniform, in exchange for donations for the bottle and chocolate tombolas. As the Christmas Fair is now 
quite close, we have decided to do one day for both tombolas. We would really 
appreciate it if you could donate one bottle and one chocolate item each. These stalls 
are always among the most successful at our fundraising events and hopefully we can do 
just as well this year. Sign up sheets for volunteers will soon be out on the playground. 
Any help would be most welcome!  
 
We do hope you will come along and support your children and school. 
 
With Very Best Wishes  

Mrs Sam Norton 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/


Year 1/2 Multi-sports Tournament 
 

Huge congratulations to Oak class who came first in their recent sports tournament. A group of ten children 
went to West Chiltington to take part in a multi-sports event. This included a range of activities that 
developed throwing, catching and team work skills.  

 

Year 5 Football Taster 

Our team players showed great resilience in developing new 
skills and tactics and battling against the weather and mud, 
lots of mud!  Well done team! 

 
Switch Off Fortnight 

 
 
The week beginning 18th November was the start of Switch off 
Fortnight.  
 
Over 13,000 schools have signed up to be part of this 
campaign, sponsored by EDF energy. The idea is to make us 
more aware of how we use electricity in our everyday life and 
what we can do to help reduce energy wastage, make us more 
energy efficient and therefore help look after our environment 
and save money too!  
 

Our Eco friends Busta and Pong from Waste busters have 
helped us reflect on our energy usage and waste within school. 
We would like you to think about how energy is used at home 
and consider simple changes you could make to help the 
environment. Use these pictures as prompts to discuss ideas 
and solutions at home. Could we challenge you to make one 
small change? 

 
Chartwells ‘We’re All Ears’ Survey 
 
It is a requirement of West Sussex County Council that Chartwell’s carry out 
annual surveys of the school meal service and the data they collect is used to 
further improve their service. 
  
Their ‘We’re All Ears’ parent & pupil survey is now running from Monday 18th 
November – Saturday 30th November 2019.  
  
The link is live from today and available on our website. 
  
Survey Links 
Parent Survey: https://bit.ly/2OhSZK2  
Child Survey: https://bit.ly/2KrrRHp  
 
They would be extremely grateful if you could spare the time to give them feedback of their service.  

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2OhSZK2&data=02%7C01%7Cnicola.eves%40compass-group.co.uk%7Cbf61569d8d834234cac808d76c286d4d%7Ccd62b7dd4b4844bd90e7e143a22c8ead%7C0%7C0%7C637096794707998621&sdata=kEhsk66uNCShMGawfIlKmi
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2KrrRHp&data=02%7C01%7Cnicola.eves%40compass-group.co.uk%7Cbf61569d8d834234cac808d76c286d4d%7Ccd62b7dd4b4844bd90e7e143a22c8ead%7C0%7C0%7C637096794707998621&sdata=Cfj3rSt3LdEuk2H4kupcQc


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Safeguarding 
 

Parent and Carer Online Toolkit (Childnet) 
 
The new non-statutory guidance published in the summer, Teaching Online Safety (2019, DfE), 
recommends that schools 'Proactively engage staff, pupils and parents/carers in school activities that 
promote the agreed principles of online safety.’ 
 
Childnet have updated their parent and carer toolkit that will help parents have conversations about 
online safety. Their booklet 'Let's talk about life online' includes ten key messages that should be 
shared with children: 

"You can always come to me if you need help." 
"What would you do if this happened…?" 
"Remember that not everyone is who they say they are online." 
"Keep your personal information safe, and other people’s too." 
"Be respectful to others online." 
"Think before you post." 
"Remember to ask if it’s okay." 
"Remember not everything is true online." 
"The things other people post online might not always show what their life is really like." 
"Recognise how going online makes you feel and take a break when you need to." 

 

Sharenting 
 
Professor Stacey Steinberg Associate Director of the Centre on Children and Families University of 
Florida, has written a blog discussing her research on 'sharenting', when parents share information 
and images of their children online. Best practice guidance for parents sharing online include: giving 
older children a veto power on online disclosures; considering the effect sharing has on a child’s 
psychological development; not sharing naked or near naked pictures of children; and not sharing 
your physical location.  
 
Read the blog: Growing up shared: negotiating the risks and opportunities of ‘sharenting’ 
 
 
Tackling criminal exploitation (Children's Society) 
 
The Children's Society, along with many other organisations, are working to disrupt the activity of 
criminal gangs and keep young people safer. They work with the police to stop county lines activity 
and recognise the young people that have been exploited by criminal gangs as victims, not criminals. 
 
The Children's Society has developed resources for parents and professionals if they are worried a 
young person is involved in county lines.  
 
Criminal exploitation: A guide for parents 
 
This parents' guide can be downloaded here: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/
files/cce-advice-for-parents.pdf  

http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=1e87d3a6550a5c91f7a4001b85741624&i=81A108A5A809
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/16h4VJKoM55LTnJ9mY8B2KzuVU
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=1e87d3a6550a5c91f7a4001b85741624&i=81A108A5A799
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=1e87d3a6550a5c91f7a4001b85741624&i=81A108A5A799


 
Dates for your Diaries – Please check the website for up-to-date events  

 
PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE BOOKED THE FOLLOWING INSET DAYS 
 

Friday 26th June 2020 
Monday 20th July 2020 
 

Tuesday 19th Nov  Selected Yr 6 to Thakeham Village Hall for Community Award 9.00am 
Friday 22nd Nov  Non-uniform day—in exchange for Fair donations (chocs and bottles) 
Friday 29th Nov  Decorations Afternoon 
Friday 6th Dec  Maple Class Fabulous Finish 2.30pm 
Tuesday 10th Dec Selected Y3/4 Football Taster (afternoon) 
Tuesday 10th Dec Choir to Age UK Sullington 1pm (CHANGED) 
Tuesday 10th Dec KS2 Church Service—St Mary’s Thakeham 6.15-7.00pm (CHANGED) 
Wednesday 11th Dec Acorn & Oak Nativity 2.00-3.00pm 
Thursday 12th Dec Acorn & Oak Nativity 2.00-3.00pm 
Wednesday 18th Dec Elder Class Fabulous Finish 2.30pm 
Friday 20th Dec  Christmas lunch (whole school) 12.00-1.00pm (please return menu request) 
Friday 20th Dec  Christmas Parties (afternoon — all classes)  
 

Friday 20th Dec  LAST DAY OF TERM 
 
 

 
REMINDER: The Green Force team need your help! 

 
Following on from the last newsletter, please continue to bring in the following items for recycling: 

 
• bottle top lids 
• crisp packets (flat, not folded or knotted) 
• used pens 
• toothpaste tubes and brushes 
 
There are collection boxes in the school entrance which will be labelled to show you what items go where.  
Please bring the above items at your convenience and place them in the correct box.  
The bottle top lids will be used to create an art project to go in our school mindfulness garden, the crisp 
packets will be given to Isla Rose in Oak class (who is collecting these for the West Sussex Air Ambulance 
service as part of her Rainbows badge) and the used pens and toothpaste tubes/ brushes will be sent to the 
new additional recycling bins outside Thakeham Village hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for your support.  



 



 
 
 
 


