
What do we mean by Mastery? 

• Deep and sustainable learning – for all

Depth is the key to avoiding the need to repeat teaching. 

It doesn’t feel like we’re starting again each term. 

• The ability to build on something that has already been 
sufficiently mastered 

…for this stage of learning  - Mastery is a continuum 



• The ability to reason about a concept and make 
connections

• Cuts down on the amount I need to learn 

eg relating concepts of division, fractions and ratio 

• Deepens conceptual understanding.

•Conceptual and procedural fluency
• Move maths from one context to another. Recognise concepts in 

unfamiliar situations.

• Know number facts and tables, have efficient procedures

What do we mean by Mastery? 



•A mastery approach: a set of principles and beliefs. 
This includes a belief that all pupils are capable of 
understanding and doing mathematics, given 
sufficient time. Pupils are neither ‘born with the maths 
gene’ nor ‘just no good at maths’. With good teaching, 
appropriate resources, effort and a ‘can do’ attitude 
all children can achieve in and enjoy mathematics.
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• Number Facts

• Table Facts

• Making 
Connections

• Procedural

• Conceptual

• Making 
Connections

• Chains of 
Reasoning

• Making 
Connections

• Access

• Pattern

• Making 
Connections
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Teaching for Mastery 

Small  connected steps 
are easier to take 
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5 is the whole.
2 is a part.
3 is a part.

Use of stem sentences.
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5 is the whole.
4 is a part.
1 is a part.

Use of stem sentences.
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Also use zero.
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4 is a part.
2 is a part.
6 is the whole
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1 is a part.
7 is a part.
8 is the whole



6

3 3

6

3 is a part.
3 is a part.
6 is the whole

Use of stem sentences.
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6 is the whole
1 is a part.
5 is a part.

Use of stem sentences.
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Move from pictorial/ symbolic to abstract.
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Mastery of the part part whole model!



6 - 2 = 4

What does the 6
represent?

What does the 2 
represent?

What does the 4 
represent? 

Next
Before Now

?

Subtraction within a context



6 - 5 = 1

What does the 6
represent?

What does the 5 
represent? 

What does the 1 
represent? 

?
Next

Before
Now







Year 2



停车场


